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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES

OHIO UNIVERSITY, ATHENS OH 45701

740-593-4400

DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELING AND HIGHER EDUCATION
201 McCracken Hall

740-593-4442
ADMISSION CRITERIA AND APPLICATION PROCESS FOR MASTER’S AND DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN COUNSELOR EDUCATION

The Department of Counseling and Higher Education offers the following programs:
Master of Education


COUNSELOR EDUCATION


HIGHER EDUCATION



School Counseling




College Student Personnel



Community/Agency Counseling


Higher Education



   
Rehabilitation Counseling  



Doctor of Philosophy
COUNSELOR EDUCATION



HIGHER EDUCATION 
(For information on the Higher Education programs, please contact 740-593-4442.)
APPLICATION DEADLINES FOR COUNSELOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

The master’s program in Counselor Education admits degree-seeking students for summer and fall quarter enrollment, the doctoral program for fall quarter only. Review of applications begins February 15 of the year preceding the summer or fall quarter you wish to enter.  

Sample programs of study are available on the Counselor Education webpage

(www.coe.ohiou.edu/academics/che) or upon request from the Office of Student Services, 124

McCracken, 740-593-4400.

MASTER’S ADMISSION CRITERIA FOR COUNSELOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS(A-C)
(U.S. Citizens and Permanent Residents)

A. Academic ability:

A-1. Minimum 2.90 overall grade point average (4.00 point scale) on undergraduate work. Grade point average of 3.25 (4.00 point scale) on the last 90 quarter hours of undergraduate work may be considered for admission. Applicants meeting these criteria are not required to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).
A-2. Applicants not meeting the requirements of item A-1 may be considered for admission if they have either 

(a) 2.70-2.89 overall grade point average (4.00 point scale) on undergraduate work 
OR

(b) 3.00-3.24 grade point average (4.00 point scale) on the last 90 quarter hours of undergraduate work 
AND

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) combined score of 900 on the verbal and the quantitative sections 
       A-3. Applicants not meeting the requirements for either 1 or 2 may be considered for admission if they have either 

(a) 2.50-2.69 overall grade point average (4.00 point scale) on undergraduate work 
OR

(b) 2.70-2.99 grade point average (4.00 point scale) on the last 90 quarter hours of undergraduate work 
AND

Graduate Record Exam (GRE) combined score of 1000 on the verbal and the quantitative sections.
        A-4. Applicants who have completed another Master’s degree may be admitted one of the following ways:

(a.) A 3.50-4.00 (4.00 point scale) graduate grade point average earned on a completed Master’s degree (test score is not required).

(b). Applicants whose previous Master’s degree grade point average is less than a 3.50 (4.00 point scale), will be considered for admission based on their Bachelor’s degree grade point average and may be required to submit a test score (please see item A-2).

 B.
Other Required Materials:

B-1.
Submit three written letters of recommendation.
B-2.
Personal Statement – Please see attached format for the five page personal statement for Counselor Education.
B-3.
Official transcripts of an earned Bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution or equivalent.

C.
Evidence of Appropriate Preparation and Experiences as Demonstrated by:

C-1.
Undergraduate study which provides adequate preparation for the study of a master’s degree in Counselor Education.
C-2. 
Professional experience and activity, including type and length of professional service,

professional activity and professional contributions, such as research, writing, participation in professional organizations and special projects and assignments.

DOCTORAL ADMISSION CRITERIA (A & B)
(U.S. Citizens and Permanent Residents)

A.
Academic ability:

A-1. Minimum master’s grade point average of 3.40 (4.00 point scale).

A-2. Master’s degree in counselor education or a closely related field.

A-2. Graduate Record Exam (GRE) score of at least 1000 (verbal and quantitative)
B. Other Requirements:

B-1. Submit three letters of recommendation
B-2. Personal Statement – Please see attached format for the ten page personal statement for Counselor Education.

B-3. Professional experience (concurrent and post-masters) of a nature and extent appropriate to doctoral study in Counselor Education, for example: counseling, research, writing, participation in professional organizations.
B-4. Interview by program area faculty.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADMISSION CRITERIA (A-F)
All international students applying for a graduate degree program in Counseling and Higher Education must submit all required materials outlined above. In addition, the Ohio University Office of Graduate Studies provides guidelines for international student applications. (www.ohio.edu/graduate)
The Counselor Education program asks for proof of academic ability as noted by the GPA requirements. For students whose universities do not follow the GPA system, official transcripts will be reviewed on a case by case basis. Letters of recommendation should be submitted in English; if the recommendations are in the native language, the originals should be accompanied by a certified translation. The written personal statement is to be accompanied by recorded responses to the following questions. Your complete taped response should be 10 to 15 minutes in length.
*What is counseling?

*What are some of your strengths and weaknesses?

*Give some examples of openness to personal growth

*Have you been a counselor?  Do you see yourself as open to this experience?

*What would you like to learn the most in a counselor education program?

*What kind of employment will you seek once you have completed a program in counselor education?    


For further information about financial responsibility, English proficiency, and visa procedures, please refer to Graduate Study for International Students page on the Graduate Studies webpage (http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/international/index.cfm). The International Student and Faculty Services website also has helpful information for international students (http://www.ohiou.edu/isfs/)

TESTING INFORMATION 
GRADUATE RECORD EXAM (GRE)
Information on the GRE and locations at which it is offered may be obtained at www.ets.org/gre/ 
The General GRE (verbal and quantitative) is offered by computer and in some locations as a paper and pencil test. Information on taking the GRE at the OHIO UNIVERSITY ATHENS CAMPUS may be obtained from: http://www.ohio.edu/technology/testing/gre.cfm
The Educational Testing Center (ETC) is located in room 101A of the Computer Services Center. To contact the Educational Testing Center, call (740) 597-1537 or email testcenter@ohio.edu. Results over five years old or not meeting cut-off scores may not be accepted for admission.

TEST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE (TOEFL)
Information on TOEFL may be obtained from: www.ets.org/toefl/ The TOEFL is a computer based test.  
INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TESTING SYSTEM (IELTS)

Information on IELTS may be obtained from: http://www.ielts.org/ 
NONDEGREE Admission criteria

Contact the Office of Graduate Student Services, Education, 124 McCracken (http://www.coe.ohiou.edu/student-services)  for information on the admission criteria.

ALTERNATIVE ADMISSION
Alternative admission may be granted to a student who does not meet the required grade point average or test score on one of the required standardized tests.  Alternative admission may be considered after all required application materials have been received, including transcripts and test scores.  Alternative admission may be based on the achievement of a compensating test score, on successful completion of an interview with program area faculty, and/or factors such as extensive work experience and/or outstanding recommendations. 

APPLICATION PROCESS

Applicants should submit the following materials to:
Office of Graduate Studies









McKee House









44 University Terrace









Athens, OH  45701

1. Graduate school application

2. Application fee

3. Official transcripts

All materials, including the recommendation forms, are available at http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/apply.cfm. Please call 740-593-2800 if you prefer a hard copy of the application materials.

The following materials should be mailed to:

Office of Graduate Student Services








College of Education








124 McCracken Hall








Athens, OH  45701

1. Personal Statement
2. Official test scores (if applicable)

3. Three letters of recommendation

The program and Graduate Student Services will notify applicants of receipt of materials and to schedule campus interviews where applicable. Notification of admission status will be by mail.
REVIEW AND RETENTION
Acceptance into the Counselor Education program is competitive. Due to the necessary qualifications for facilitative and effective counselors beyond academic criteria for program admission, the program faculty performs regular reviews of matriculating students. Students who show signs of behavioral, emotional, academic, or other challenges during the course of the master’s or doctoral programs will be asked to discuss their progress with the faculty and may be asked to take a leave of absence or possibly leave the program. Additionally, please note that felony and other legal offenses, prior to or during the program, may be grounds for a dismissal from the program. At minimum, a criminal offense may inhibit a prospective counselor’s ability to be professionally credentialed.
FINANCIAL AID
GRADUATE ASSOCIATESHIPS AND TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications for financial assistance may be obtained from the Department of Counseling and Higher Education or the College of Education website (http://www.coe.ohiou.edu/student-services/finanaid-scholar.htm). Please note that the application forms for financial assistance must be received no later than March 1 preceding the academic year to which you are applying. Priority consideration will be given to those applicants who apply and are admitted by individual program deadlines. Graduate associateships and tuition scholarships are awarded by the Department of Counseling and Higher Education. Any questions concerning graduate associateships or tuition scholarships should be directed to the Counseling and Higher Education Department.

RESIDENCE LIFE POSITIONS

Information on residence life positions may be obtained by contacting the Residence Life Office, 350 Baker Center, 740-593-4095, www.ohio.edu/reslife/. 
FINANCIAL AID OFFICE

Information on student loans and other types of financial aid is available from the Financial Aid Office, Chubb Hall, 740-593-4141.

SCHOOL COUNSELOR LICENSURE

In addition to successfully completing course work, internship, degree requirements, and work experience, the Praxis II test (#20420) for school counselor, the licensure application and fee, and the submission of a fingerprint card is required for licensure in the State of Ohio. The passing score for Ohio University for the Praxis II test is 510. School counseling majors may also elect to complete the required coursework for professional counselor licensure.
OHIO PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSURE

Students completing the master’s degree program in community counseling, including coursework and internship, will be eligible to sit for the examination to become licensed professional counselors in Ohio. Additional information about counselor licensure and the examination process are available at www.cswmft.oh.gov. 

CERTIFIED REHABILITATION COUNSELOR
Students completing the master’s degree program in rehabilitation counseling, including coursework and internship, will be eligible to sit for the national examination to become certified rehabilitation counselors. Additional information about counselor certification and the examination process are available at www.crccertification.com/index/html. Rehabilitation counseling majors may also elect to complete the required coursework for professional counselor licensure.
CONTACT INFORMATION (area code - 740) 
Information, General, University
593-4000
 
Office of Graduate Studies at Ohio University, McKee House
593-2800
graduate@ohio.edu 
Office of Student Services, Education, 124 McCracken

593-4400
 
Department of Counseling and Higher Education
593-4442
Financial Aid & Scholarships Office, 020 Chubb Hall
593-4141
financial.aid@ohio.edu
Housing Office, 060 Chubb Hall
593-4090

Registration/Student Records, Chubb Hall 1st floor
593-4191

Continuing Education/Workshops, Haning Hall
593-1767
Educational Testing Center 
597-1537 
Disability Services (Institutional Equity)
593-2620
UNIVERSITY WEB ADDRESSES
Ohio University home page



http://www.ohio.edu
College of Education home page


http://www.coe.ohiou.edu/
Department of Counseling & Higher Education
http://www.coe.ohiou.edu/academics/che/index.htm
Graduate Studies




http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/
Download domestic and international graduate applications
http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/apply.cfm
Graduate Study for International Students 
http://www.ohio.edu/graduate/international/index.cfm
Graduate catalog online



http://www.ohiou.edu/gcatalog/index.html
Schedule of classes, registration information, etc.
http://www.ohiou.edu/registrar
International Student & Faculty Services

http://www.ohiou.edu/isfs/
Ohio Program of Intensive English


http://www.ohiou.edu/opie
PERSONAL STATEMENT FORMAT FOR APPLICATION TO COUNSELOR EDUCATION

The purpose of the personal statement is to provide the selection committee information regarding your

personal attitudes, values, feelings and behaviors. We are interested in your career goals and information about

you beyond your application materials, as noted in the guidelines below. The personal statement is to be

submitted to the Office of Graduate Student Services, College of Education, 124 McCracken Hall.
The personal statement is to be approximately 5 double-spaced typed pages for master’s applicants,

approximately 10 pages for doctoral program applicants. Please respond to the following items within the

context of your personal statement:

1. What experiences or persons in your life have influenced your career goals?

2. How are your career aspirations reflective of you and your personality?

3. Describe your personal characteristics that will be assets and challenges to your study in counselor education.

4. Counselor preparation involves a great deal of self-exploration and discovery. How will you manage your personal and professional boundaries in this process?

5. What distinguishes you from other candidates for the counselor education program?
6. What experiences have you had that you believe would help you be successful in a graduate program in counselor education?
7. What qualities do you have that you think would enable you to become an effective counselor?
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