Serving the Global Community

Future administrators travel to Honduras for a taste of international higher education
and service learning

By Nicole Bonamini
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Honduras, nine College
of Education graduare
students explored the
country’s educational
systern and the pedapogy
of service learning.
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“In Honduras, we
investgated reform move-
ments in higher educarion
and got an up-close look
at how the country’s poverty inhibirs opportunities,” said Marther, a long-time volunteer in Honduras, ane of the Western

Service learning, according to Marther, is education in action—uwith heart. To demonsrare its focus on civic engagement,
participants led activities at elementary schools and team -building exercises at the drog and alcohol rehabilitation center CEREDPA.

“We were able to set our language, ethnic and economic boundaries aside to have genuine, engaging human interacoons,”
said master’s student Megan Farbley.

Back home, parncpant Liz Hagen reflected on her experiences in the program. I realized that while Honduras has mary
institutions of higher education, there is no focus on smdent affairs. They need to focus their energies on keeping children in
primary education, rather than providing extracurricular activities to the privileged college students,” she said. “Children (in
Honduras|) are only required to go to school unril they are 14. After that, there is nothing keeping them there.”

Orverall, Mather aimed to expose smudents to such challenges in international higher education, while stressing, the impor-
tance of service learning in all semings. *This program is not just abour doing wark, bur critical reflecrion as well.” Marher
said. *“Local places like Athens vsed to be our community, but with the shrinking of the globe, other pares of the world hawve
become part our lives.™

Jana Fryman, another participant, agreed. “In a group discussion one night a classmate showed a map of the world from
space...there are no borders on the map, no divide between countries or states. That really soruck me,” she said. “No matter
whar language we speak, which country we're from, which socoeconomic sranding—uwvere all humans.”

And even if these students never travel again, the values and goals of service learning, apply anywhere, Mather says. “Because
our students will be administravors, it's JI.TIFIEI riant to introduce them to the p:dﬂgng{, nfccuml:umng, education with sacial
service, which can be done anywhere—in any community, on any college campus.”
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For the 2008 Honduras trip (Juns 14-28), Mather and his studsnts will work with an orphanage for children with
HIVAAIDS, In addition to their lectures and visits to universities and schools. This tip is open to any Ohio Linher-
gity graduate studert in good standing. To karn more about Sendce Learning in Honduras, visit: httpAseaw.ohio.
efu/educaticnabroad/programsasLatinAmericashonduras., cim.
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