Call for Research Grant Proposals on the 
Social, Cultural, Educational, Economic, or Public Policy Context of Cancer in Appalachian Ohio
Open to Graduate Students and Faculty  

The American Cancer Society-Scripps College of Communication Partnership is pleased to announce its annual research awards competition for research on the social, cultural, educational, economic, or public policy context of cancer in Appalachia.  The competition is open to all enrolled graduate students and faculty members at Ohio University.  Several grants in the $1,500-$5,000 range will be awarded. The deadline for applications is Monday, October 25.  Please note that funds must be expended by the end of the fiscal year; priority will be given to projects that can show substantial progress within that same time frame.
The Appalachian region has long been one of the most economically depressed and medically underserved areas of the U.S.  Resident populations tend to have more health problems than the national average, associated with lower education levels, higher unemployment, lower rates of health insurance, and higher prevalence of risk factors (e.g., tobacco use, high fat diet, and physical inactivity).  Limited contact with physicians and health services impacts the population’s ability to make informed decisions about health practices or lifestyle behaviors.  Cultural factors play a role as well.  The Central Appalachian region, including Appalachian Ohio, has high rates of lung, colon and cervical cancer, but efforts to educate people about prevention have had limited success.  Indeed, the American Cancer Society has estimated that persons living in Central Appalachia have a 49% greater chance of experiencing cancer than those not living in Central Appalachia.  

The partnership is intent on reducing the barriers to health in Appalachian communities.  We are interested in supporting interdisciplinary research projects that not only identify issues and barriers, but also suggest possible solutions—research that can be applied at the regional, community, family, or individual level.  Proposals from all academic disciplines are welcome. However, projects proposing clinical research on cancer are not eligible for funding.  Of particular interest are projects that span disciplines, blending theory and praxis.  Ultimately we want to know how you envision your work and research outcomes making positive and constructive contributions for the Appalachian people and culture here in Southeast Ohio. 

Please submit your proposal to Kim Field-Springer (kf837209@ohio.edu), ACS Partnership Coordinator, by October 25. Proposals will be reviewed as they are received; applicants will be notified as soon as decisions are made.

* * See page two for proposal requirements * *
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All Proposals Should Follow This Format
The proposal must be in 12-point font and have at least 1-inch margins all around.  The text should be double-spaced throughout the document.  The proposal must contain the following sections: basic information, abstract, narrative, budget, budget justification, curriculum vitae, letter of support from advisor or chair, and IRB approval if applicable.

Basic Information

Identify the title of project, provide the investigator’s name and contact information, list any collaborators/co-investigators, and identify whether this is a student or faculty proposal.

Abstract (maximum 250 words)

The abstract should provide a summary of the proposed project, including the nature of the project, methodology, and significance or implications.  It should be written in easily understandable language. 

Project Narrative (maximum 4 pages)

The narrative should provide a clear description of the proposed project. The narrative should include: 

· Problem statement or research questions

· Brief (1-page) literature review

· Information on theoretical background

· Identification of the target population

· Planned research activities and time line

· 
Methodology

· Anticipated barriers or problems

· Potential application or research outcomes for identified population

· Plan for distribution of research findings. 

It is important to address each component concisely and clearly in the proposal.

Budget (maximum 1 page)

The budget should include a list of all items necessary to conduct the project, as well as the cost breakdown.  Categories of budgetary items may include graduate stipend, student wages, travel, supplies, transcription, participant expenses, and other normal research expenses.  Equipment purchases are not permitted.  The minimum request is $1,500, and the maximum $5,000.  

Budget Justification (maximum 2 pages)

The budget justification should state how each item listed in the budget will be used in the execution of the project.  All budgetary items must be acknowledged.

Current Curriculum Vitae or Résumé (maximum 3 pages)
In the abridged version of your CV, list research or experience relevant to the project in addition to your name and contact information. 

For students:  Letter of support from faculty advisor or program chair (maximum 1 page)
IRB approval (if applicable)
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