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Granello receives Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching
POWELL – Darcy Granello of POWELL has received a rare honor for university faculty, the Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching.

The coursework of Ohio State's master's graduate program in counselor education has been designated as having "doctoral level expectations." Darcy Haag Granello, coordinator of the program, simply replies that, despite the lofty expectations placed on her graduates, she "hasn't lost a student yet."  

That's because, as both her colleagues and students assert, the professor of physical activity and educational services is the premier educator in PAES. In recognition, Ohio State has selected her to receive the Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching, the highest honor given to university faculty.

"I am so deeply honored and humbled to have been selected for this distinction," Granello said. "It is a highlight of my professional career and a validation of the importance of teaching at Ohio State."

Much of her success comes from inside the classroom. Students praise the passion she brings to her classes and her ability to challenge them to achieve their full potential as counselors.

"Her ability to develop students into professionals is a true gift," said a nominator.

Passion for developing colleagues as well as students

Granello also promotes the success of her students through work outside the classroom. She is the coordinator of the Instructional Enhancement Initiative, which works with the University Center for the Advancement of Teaching to prepare seminars for faculty on requested teaching topics. And as coordinator of the Counselor Education program, Granello has been instrumental in the program's success – USNews and World Report currently ranks it sixth in the nation.

"My colleagues in PAES and UCAT have been eager participants in the PAES Instructional Enhancement Initiative, and I am deeply indebted to them for their willingness to push me to continue to grow," she said.

Granello's success as an educator and counselor is summed up by the praise of one of her students: "If I help one-tenth of the people she has helped in her life, I will consider myself successful."

Granello said, "I am honored to teach in a program with such outstanding students who inspire me with their energy and passion and their commitment to becoming excellent counselors. They make teaching fun and exciting, and they continue to teach me through their learning."

Granello earned a master's degree in political science and in mental health counseling from Stetson University and her doctorate from Ohio University. She has been at Ohio State since 1996.

