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MRP Guidelines


Department of Teacher Education
Ohio University
College of Education
Guidelines for the EDTE 691 – Master’s Research Project
Updated June 2007
Course Number: EDTE 691

Course Title: Master's Research Project


Prerequisite:
Completion of 35 graduate hours
Instructor:  Academic Advisor 

Course Description:  

This course provides the master’s level candidate in Teacher Education with an experience in planning and conducting a school/field-based applied research project providing synthesis to the individual’s program of study.  

Purpose:


The purpose of the Master's Research Project is to demonstrate the continued and advanced development of skills and knowledge needed for educational leadership and innovation.  This project provides students with an opportunity to synthesize academic knowledge, professional knowledge and skills, and develop an understanding of the social and philosophical contexts for instruction of learners with the aim of turning theory/research into best practices.  

The focus of the project should be for the candidate first to identify an issue in his/her area of emphasis.  Next, a specific applied research topic should be identified.  The final product should include the following components: a review of relevant literature, establishing an appropriate research design or intervention plan, applying techniques for data gathering, analyzing findings, drawing conclusions and developing implications, suggesting areas for future research, and planning for implementation of findings.  For many candidates this action/applied research project offers an opportunity to connect to their internship, practica, student teaching or current work.
Special Note: Each Master's Program (Initial AND Advanced) has its own National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) Standards. It is the individual student’s responsibility to meet with his/her academic advisor to discuss this requirement.

Reference Text:

American Psychological Association. (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Course Requirements:

1. Select a topic of interest with your advisor’s input and approval.

2. Develop a comprehensive list of related professional references/resources. Internet sites can be considered professional resources only when they provide valuable, substantive information and/or instructional resources. Emphasis should be on primary sources.
3. Complete an introduction and current review of relevant professional literature.  

4. With your instructor, develop a set of relevant applied research questions. 

5. A research proposal or Method section (Part III of Outline and Elements of the Master’s Research Project on page 3) must be developed with and subsequently approved by your academic advisor. Candidates also need to successfully complete the online Ohio University Institutional Review Board (IRB) training before submitting a research proposal to IRB for approval. A copy of the IRB approval must be included in the Appendix (Section VIII). 

Candidates may not implement the proposed intervention or collect data without IRB approval.
6. Implement the intervention and collect data.

7. Complete a final paper using appropriate writing style in accordance with the most recent APA (2001) guidelines.  The paper must be submitted in stages to be determined in consultation with your academic advisor.

8. Adhere to negotiated time lines in the completion of the above with your advisor.

9. After your academic advisor has approved the final draft, submit the following to him/her: (a) an electronic copy of the entire draft; and (b) three sets of paper copies of the title page and signature page (one for the Faculty Advisor, one for the Office of Student Services, and one to be returned to you).

10. Convert the entire document (without signatures on the signature page) into a pdf. file, and submit to your advisor.

11. Your faculty advisor will forward the pdf. file to the Curriculum and Technology Center, which will upload it to the College of Education webpage.

Course Timeline, Evaluation and Grading:


Upon completion of the approved paper, a grade of “CR” will be entered for the student.  If the paper is not completed within the timeline established, the student will receive a “PR” or “I” depending on the phase of completion.  It is an Ohio University requirement that candidates must sign up for 1 credit hour during the quarter they complete the Master’s Research Project and plan to graduate. In most instances, the Master’s Research paper will require more than one quarter to complete. 
Please note that in order to receive a “CR” grade for the course, candidates must adhere to the timeline established with your academic advisor.  A written timeframe should be developed at the beginning of the project.  The instructor must approve any changes and/or modifications.  The candidate must assume the responsibility of scheduling individual meetings/contacts with the instructor.  It is anticipated that electronic communication will also facilitate this feedback process.
Academic Misconduct


Ohio University’s Student Code of Conduct prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. All work you do in this course is expected to be your own. You must always give credit in your writing for any information or ideas that you use from any other source. Failure to do so is defined as “plagiarism.”

Ohio University does not tolerate any form of cheating or plagiarism. An instructor who has reason to believe that academic misconduct has occurred may impose a range of penalties, including a failing grade in the course. The full policy on academic misconduct appears in the Ohio University Graduate Catalog. 

Other Instructional Expectations:

There are several expectations for all students.  You should have a good working knowledge of APA (2001) 5th edition.  The manual and other "help" texts/websites provide excellent details as to how to address specifics within each section.  Students are also expected to have excellent written communication skills, with clear and concise writing with proper organizational style.  Revisions and editing suggestions may be provided, but the instructor will not act as proofreader or editor for grammatical purposes. Outside readers or other support services can assist in these efforts if necessary.  You should understand how to access the professional literature including knowledge of specific journals in education or related fields, using ERIC, PSYCHINFO, Refworks and/or other related electronic databases.

Outline and Elements of the Master's Research Project

Title Page (see page 5)
The title should summarize the main idea in a simple and concise statement of the topic and should identify variables under study.

Author's Name, Degrees, Date, and labeled as the Master's Research Project in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree Master of Education

Signature Page (see page 6)
Master's Research Project has been approved for the College of Education by [the name of your advisor], then a place for your advisor’s signature (type in my their name and title)

Sections of the Final Master’s Research Project:

Part I: Introduction and Statement of the Problem 
This section introduces your topic and why it is important. It provides an overview of your project and the research questions you are addressing.
Part II: Literature Review
This section provides an interpretive and critical review of the literature.  Why is this topic important?  What has been done previously in this area?   You want to organize and synthesize the research base that relates directly to your applied research questions.  It is expected that the research must be integrated and critiqued in this section, including analyzing methodology, not simply reporting and listing. In this section, you should explain and support the rationale of your study and the basis for developing your research questions.
Part III:  Method
This section provides specific information on participant(s) in your project, a comprehensive explanation of your intervention/instructional strategies, procedures of data collection, instruments used or developed and justification for the inclusion of specific questions, expected type of data analyses, etc. 

Part IV:  Results



Findings are reported in this section using tables, figures, and/or statistics as appropriate.

Part V:  Discussion and Conclusions



In this section you discuss your findings in relation to your original questions and the findings of others, integrated with the existing literature.  It should include an evaluation of your results and their relationship to previous research findings, limitations of the study and suggestions for future research.  

Part VI: Implications for Practice


In this section you discuss the importance of the findings for educators and related professionals.  How can the strategies be implemented to improve services?  How might these interventions improve educational practices and student outcomes?
Part VII:  References


Per the most recent edition of APA style, list the references that were cited in your paper.

Part VIII:  Appendix/Appendices/Table(s)/Figure(s)



Any survey instruments, additional tables or figures, etc. are included here.  They must be referred to in the body of the paper.  See the most recent APA guidelines for proper formatting.
A Master’s Research Project Presented to
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